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“QualityTime-ESL” presents… 

 
Your English No. 19 

Honesty is Still the Best Policy (Part 2) 
 

Hi. I’m Marianne. My goal is to help my listeners improve their spoken English. In this 

episode we will be working on the second part of “Honesty is Still the Best Policy”. First you 

will listen to the continuous reading, and then you will have the “listen-and-repeat” section. At 

the end I will suggest some debate questions. So let’s get started.  

Honesty is Still the Best Policy (Part 2) 

 A few months ago I was on a train with a friend of mine. We were returning home from 

a short trip to the center of town, and we had a lot of shopping bags with us. We chatted all 

along the trip, so we hardly noticed the sign of our home station until the train was ready to 

shut the doors. When we finally understood it was time to get off, we picked up our bags and 

dashed out of the wagon. We stood on the platform totally out of breath. When the train left, I 

suddenly realized that I didn’t have my purse. I only remembered leaving it on the seat next to 

me. I was very upset and said that this was the end of the world. My friend kept telling me that 

I would find my purse again, but I didn’t believe a word of what she said. We walked home and 

I told her that I would never see that purse again. Deep inside I wanted someone to find the 

purse and have the decency to give it back to me.  

 When we finally got home there was a message for me. Someone had seen me leaving the 

wagon without my purse. That person had gone straight to the station at the next stop and left 

off the purse. I couldn’t believe my ears. I would get my purse back! But most importantly I 

realized that there are a lot of people, who still believe “Honesty is the best policy.” 

 

 

Now listen and repeat. 
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Honesty is Still the Best Policy (Part 2) 

	  

 A few months ago / I	  was	  on	  a	  train	  /	  with a friend of mine. We were returning home / 

from a short trip / to the center of town, / and we had a lot of shopping bags with us. / We 

chatted all along the trip, / so we hardly noticed / the sign of our home station / until the train 

was ready / to shut the doors. / When we finally understood / it was time to get off, / we picked 

up our bags / and dashed out of the wagon. / We stood on the platform / totally out of breath. / 

When the train left, / I suddenly realized / that I didn’t have my purse. / I only remembered 

leaving it / on the seat next to me. / I was very upset / and said that this was the end of the 

world. / My friend kept telling me / that I would find my purse again, / but I didn’t believe a 

word / of what she said. / We walked home / and I told her / that I would never see / that purse 

again. / Deep inside / I wanted someone to find the purse / and have the decency / to give it 

back to me. / 

 When we finally got home / there was a message for me. / Someone had seen me leaving 

the wagon / without my purse. That person / had gone straight to the station / at the next stop / 

and left off the purse. / I couldn’t believe my ears. / I would get my purse back! / But most 

importantly / I realized / that there are a lot of people, / who still believe / “Honesty is the best 

policy.” 

 

Finally, speak to yourself aloud for two minutes on each of the following themes: 

 

1. Should the media be allowed to reveal “top secret” information as in the case of 

WikiLeaks or should such disclosure be considered a crime? 

2. Should bankers who take huge risks to increase their own fortune and cause clients severe 

poverty and loss of property be sentenced to prison terms? 

3. Are we more or less honest today than in the past?   

4. Who is the most honest person you have ever met or ever heard of? 

 

That’s the end of this episode. We will return very soon with new texts or dialogs for you to 

listen to, repeat, complete and/or comment on. If you want additional practice you can try our 

other series “QualityTime-ESL Podcasts” and “5-Minute TOPs”. For more information go to 

our website www.qualitytime-esl.com. Thank you all for listening.  


