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QualityTime-ESL” presents… 

 

        
QT-ESL Podcast No. 58 

Little/Few	  vs.	  A	  Little/A	  Few	  
	  
Hi! I’m Marianne Raynaud, and I’m here to help you improve your level of spoken English. 
This episode is the 3rd one dealing with much, many, a little, a few as well as little and few 
without the article “a”. If you haven’t worked on the previous episodes, Nos. 56 & 57, I 
strongly suggest you do so before starting. If, on the other hand, you find these exercises too 
easy, have a look at the complete list of our episodes—some are quite challenging.
 
In the first exercise, we’ll train with “a little” and “a few” vs. “much” and “many”. I will say a 
noun with either “much” or “many” in front of it to indicate a big quantity, and you will say 
either “a little” or “a few” plus the noun to indicate a small quantity. Actually, the rule is easy: 
“much” works with “a little” and “many” works with “a few”. Listen to the examples. 
 
I say: much coffee 
You say: a little coffee 

I say: many answers 
You say: a few answers 

 
Now you go on in the same way. Be sure to speak before I give the answer. 
 
much coffee  
 → a little coffee  
many answers  
 → a few answers 
many apples   
 → a few apples  
many books   
 → a few books  
many computers  
 → a few computers  
many cups of tea  
 → a few cups of tea  
much money  
 → a little money 
much time  
 → a little time  
many times  
 → a few times 

much encouragement  
 → a little encouragement 
many friends  
 → a few friends  
much furniture  
 → a little furniture 
much information  
 → a little information  
much luck  
 → a little luck 
much luggage  
 → a little luggage 
much news  
 → a little news 
many opportunities  
 → a few opportunities  
much pasta  
 → a little pasta 

much water   
 → a little water  
many possibilities  
 → a few possibilities 
much respect  
 → a little respect  
many houses  
  → a few houses 
much rice  
 → a little rice 
many skyscrapers  
 → a few skyscrapers 
many students  
 → a few students  
much wine  
 → a little wine 
many wine bottles  
 → a few wine bottles
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QT-‐ESL	  Podcast	  No.	  58 Little/Few vs. A Little/A Few (Cont.)         

You are probably wondering when you say just “little” as opposed to “a little” and when you 
say “few” instead of “a few”. “A little” or “a few” are used with a positive meaning and 
intended to be encouraging. “Little” or “few” are used in a negative or discouraging phrase.  

 
• If for example you say, “We had a little time to prepare”, it means you are satisfied as you 

had some time to prepare. If on the contrary you say, “We had little time to prepare”, it 
means you are dissatisfied as you had very little time to prepare. 

 
• Imagine the teacher says, “The student gave a few right answers”. He is positive and 

explains that there were in fact some correct answers. But if he says, “The student gave few 
right answers”, he means to be discouraging saying there were next to no right answers. 

 
• Finally, if a boss says, “There are a few ways to improve the product”, he is satisfied 

because there are some solutions. But if he says, “There are few ways to improve the 
product”, he is dissatisfied and means not much can be done to improve the product. 

 
In the last exercise you will hear sentences with a positive meaning and you will change them 
so they have a negative meaning. Listen carefully to the examples. 
 
I say: The teacher is satisfied, because John 
gave some right answers. 
You say: John gave a few right answers. 
I say: The teacher is dissatisfied, because 
Ann didn’t give many right answers. 
You say: Ann gave few right answers. 

I say: We are satisfied, because we had a 
short time to prepare. 

You say: We had a little time to prepare. 
I say: We are dissatisfied, because we had 

just a short time to prepare. 
You say: We had little time to prepare. 

 
Now you go on in the same way. Be sure to speak before I give the answer. 
 
The teacher is satisfied, because John gave 
some right answers. 
John gave a few right answers. 
The teacher is dissatisfied, because Ann 
didn’t give many right answers. 
Ann gave few right answers. 
We are satisfied, because we had a short 
time to prepare. 
We had a little time to prepare. 
We are dissatisfied, because we had just a 
short time to prepare. 
We had little time to prepare. 
 
 

The boss is satisfied, because there are some 
ways to improve the product. 

There are a few ways to improve the product. 
The boss is dissatisfied, because there are not 

many ways to improve the product. 
There are few ways to improve the product. 
I am satisfied, because I’ve seen some good 

films. 
I’ve seen a few good films. 
I am dissatisfied, because I haven’t seen many 

good films. 
I’ve seen few good films. 

 
 

That’s the end of this episode. Visit our website www.qualitytime-esl.com to download the 
transcript of the podcast. For more practice building vocabulary or using basic structures try 
our other series “Your English”. Bye for now, and don’t forget to keep smiling. 
  


