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QualityTime-ESL” presents… 

 

        

QT-ESL Podcast No. 59 

Either/Or vs. Neither/Nor (1) 
 
Hi! I’m Marianne Raynaud, and my goal to help you improve your level of spoken English. 
This episode is deals with expressions used with alternatives: either/or for a positive idea and 
neither/nor for a negative idea. 
 
In the first exercise, I will give a sentence with two different possibilities joined by “or”, and 
you will use the expression “either / or” I’m not sure about what I’m saying. I’m hesitating a 
bit, and you too will express this kind of uncertainty. Listen to the examples. 
 
I say: She studied Greek or Latin. 
You say: She studied either Greek or Latin. 

I say: He majored in math or physics.  
You say: He majored in either math or chemistry. 

 
Now you go on in the same way. Be sure to speak before I give the answer. 
 
She studied Greek or Latin. 
She studied study either Greek or Latin. 
They like boxing or wrestling. 
They like either boxing or wrestling.  
He majored in math or chemistry. 
He majored in either math or chemistry. 
I will live at home or in a dorm. 

I will live either at home or in a dorm. 
She has chosen tennis or golf. 
She has chosen either tennis or golf. 
They plan to see a movie or a play. 
They plan to see either a movie or a play. 
Tomorrow it will rain or be sunny. 
Tomorrow it will either rain or be sunny. 

 
In the next exercise, I will give a sentence with two different negatives joined by or, and you 
will replace them using the expression “neither / nor”. Listen to the examples. 
 
I say: She hasn’t studied Spanish or 
Italian. 
You say: She has studied neither Spanish 
nor Italian. 
I say: He didn’t major in math or 
chemistry. 
You say: He majored in neither math nor 
chemistry. 

I say: They don’t like boxing or wrestling. 
You say: They like neither boxing nor 
wrestling. 
I say: I won’t be living in a dorm or at 
home. 
You say: I will be living neither in a dorm 
nor at home. 

 
Now you do the same thing. Be sure to speak before I give the answer. 
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QT-ESL Podcast No. 59 Either/Or vs. Neither/Nor (Cont.)                                               
 
She hasn’t studied Spanish or Italian. 
She has studied study neither Spanish nor 
Italian. 
He didn’t major in math or chemistry. 
He majored in neither math nor chemistry. 
They don’t like boxing or wrestling. 
They like neither boxing nor wrestling. 
They don’t plan to see a movie or a play. 
They plan to see neither a movie nor a play. 
I won’t be living in a dorm or at home. 

I will be living neither in a dorm nor at 
home. 
She hasn’t chosen tennis or basketball for 
phys ed class. 
She has chosen neither tennis nor 
basketball for phys ed class. 
Tomorrow the weather won’t be sunny or 
cloudy. 
Tomorrow the weather will be neither 
sunny nor cloudy. 

Finally, I will ask two questions. You are very negative and will answer both questions using 
“neither/nor”. Listen to the examples. 
 
I ask: Do you like meat? Do you like fish? 
You say: I like neither meat nor fish. 
I ask: Did he major in math? Did he major in chemistry? 
You say: He majored in neither math nor chemistry.
. 
Now you go on in the same way. Be sure to speak before I give the answer. 
 
Do you like meat? Do you like fish? 
I like neither meat nor fish. 
Did he major in math? Did he major in chemistry? 
He majored in neither math nor chemistry. 
Have you visited Paris? Have you visited Rome? 
I have visited neither Paris nor Rome. 
Does he collect stamps? Does he collect butterflies? 
He collects neither stamps nor butterflies. 
Will you do this work now? Will you do this work next week? 
I will do this work neither now nor next week. 
Can you pay me now? Can you pay me tomorrow? 
I can neither pay you now nor tomorrow. 
 
That’s the end of this episode. Visit our website www.qualitytime-esl.com to download the 
transcript of the podcast. For more practice building vocabulary or using basic structures try 
our other series “Your English”. For fun with song lyrics go to “5-Minute TOPs”. Teachers 
who wish to become even more effective in their teaching can order “QualityTime-ESL: The 
Digital Resource Book” either on a DVD or in a lighter downloadable version. See, I just used 
“either/or”. Bye for now, and don’t forget to keep smiling. 
 
 
 
 


