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 “QualityTime-ESL” presents… 

 
Your English No. 60 

 The Passive Voice in Scientific English (2)  
First you will hear phrases in the active voice followed by the same phrases in the passive voice. 
Notice with the passive voice we do not always indicate who or what has carried out the action. 
In this section we will be using the simple past tense. Repeat while completing this chart. 

 

They conceived ______________________  

They elaborated ______________________ 

They worked out a ____________________ 

They developed ______________________ 

They set up _________________________ 

They carried out _____________________ 

They took __________________________ 

 

An ambitious project _____________________ 

Complicated theories _____________________ 

A step-by-step method ___________________ 

Several algorithms ______________________ 

Numerous requirements __________________ 

The plan ____________________ as indicated. 

Samples _____________________ at intervals. 

 
Do the next oral exercise without consulting this worksheet.  

Next I’ll say the sentences in the active voice starting with “they”, and you’ll give the equivalent 
phrase in the passive voice. Listen to the examples. The first is in the singular with “was” 
followed by the past participle and the second is in the plural with “were” + the past participle.

************ 
Now we will work on a second group of sentences. Again I will give the phrase in the active voice 
and then in the passive voice. In this second section we will once more be using the simple past 
tense. Repeat while completing this chart. 

 

They ordered _________________________ 

They adapted _________________________ 

They assembled _______________________ 

They tested ___________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

They revealed _________________________ 

They met ____________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 

Some special parts _______________________ 

These parts __________________ to the device. 

The prototype ___________________ in the lab. 

The device _____________________ in real life 

conditions. 

The device __________________ to the public. 

All of the manufacturer’s demands _________ 
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Your English No. 60 The Passive Voice in Scientific English 2 (Cont.)                                  

Do the next oral exercise without consulting this worksheet.  

In the following exercise I will say the phrases in the active voice starting with “they”, and you will 
give the equivalent passive voice. Listen to the examples. The first is in the singular with “was” 
followed by the past participle and the second in the plural with “were” + the past participle. 
 
 
Finally just listen and repeat while completing this chart. You will recognize all the uses of the 
passive voice in this section. 

************ 
 

  An ambitious project ___________________________ at the National Center for 

Innovation. First some complicated theories ___________________________. Then a 

______________________________ method _______________________ . Several algorithms 

___________________________ for the electronic mechanism, and numerous requirements 

___________________________ . It ____________________ several months, but the plan 

___________________________ as indicated in the ___________________________. 

Samplings ____________________ at intervals. Some special parts _______________________ 

and these parts ___________________________ to the device. Finally, the prototype 

___________________________  in the lab. Before ______________________  the press, the 

device ___________________________ in ___________________________ conditions. When 

the device ___________________________ to the public, the _______________________ were 

happy to ___________________ that all of the _______________________ demands 

_________________. 

 


