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 “QualityTime-ESL” presents… 

 
Your English No. 60 

 The Passive Voice in Scientific English (2)  
Hi. I’m Marianne Raynaud. My goal is to help you improve your spoken English. So let’s get 
started. In the series Your English we try to vary the topics and the levels. This episode deals 
with the passive voice, which is often used in scientific publications and presentations.  

First you will hear phrases in the active voice followed by the same phrases in the passive voice. 
Notice with the passive voice we do not always indicate who or what has carried out the action. 
In this section we will be using the simple past tense. Listen and repeat.  (The verb in the passive 
is in bold.) 

They conceived an ambitious project.  

They elaborated complicated theories. 

They worked out a step-by-step method. 

They developed several algorithms. 

They set up numerous requirements. 

They carried out the plan as indicated. 

They took samples at intervals. 

An ambitious project was conceived.  

Complicated theories were elaborated. 

A step-by-step method was worked out. 

Several algorithms were developed. 

Numerous requirements were set up. 

The plan was carried out as indicated. 

Samples were taken at intervals. 

 
Next I’ll say the sentences in the active voice starting with “they”, and you’ll give the equivalent 
phrase in the passive voice. Listen to the examples. The first is in the singular with “was” 
followed by the past participle and the second is in the plural with “were” + the past participle.

I say: They conceived an ambitious project.  

You say: An ambitious project was conceived.    

I say: They elaborated complicated theories. 

You say: Complicated theories were elaborated. 

Now you go on in the same way. Speak before I give the answer. 
 
 
They conceived an ambitious project.  

They elaborated complicated theories. 

They worked out a step-by-step method. 

They developed several algorithms. 

They set up numerous requirements. 

They carried out the plan as indicated. 

They did samplings at intervals. 

 
An ambitious project was conceived.  

Complicated theories were elaborated. 

A step-by-step method was worked out. 

Several algorithms were developed. 

Numerous requirements were set up. 

The plan was carried out as indicated. 

Samplings were done at intervals. 
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Your English No. 60 The Passive Voice in Scientific English 2 (Cont.)                                  

Now we will work on a second group of sentences. Again I will give the phrase in the active voice 
and then in the passive voice. In this second section we will once more be using the simple past 
tense. Listen and repeat. (The verb in the passive is in bold.) 

They ordered some special parts. 

They adapted these parts to the device. 

They assembled the prototype in the lab. 

They tested the device in real life conditions. 

They revealed the device to the public. 

They met all of the manufacturer’s demands.  

Some special parts were ordered. 

These parts were adapted to the device. 

The prototype was assembled in the lab. 

The device was tested in real life conditions. 

The device was revealed to the public. 

All of the manufacturer’s demands were met. 

 
In the following exercise I will say the phrases in the active voice starting with “they”, and you will 
give the equivalent passive voice. Listen to the examples. The first is in the singular with “was” 
followed by the past participle and the second in the plural with “were” + the past participle. 
 
I say: They assembled the prototype in the lab. 
You say: The prototype was assembled in the lab. 

 

I say: They ordered some special parts. 
You say: Some special parts were ordered.

Now you go on in the same way. Speak before I give the answer. 
They ordered some special parts. 

They adapted these parts to the device. 

They assembled the prototype in the lab. 

They tested the device in real life conditions. 

They revealed the device to the public. 

They met all of the manufacturer’s demands.  

Some special parts were ordered. 

These parts were adapted to the device. 

The prototype was assembled in the lab. 

The device was tested in real life conditions. 

The device was revealed to the public. 

All of the manufacturer’s demands were met. 

 
Finally just listen and repeat. You will recognize all the uses of the passive voice in this section. 

  An ambitious project was conceived at the National Center for Innovation. First some 

complicated theories were elaborated. Then a step-by-step method was worked out. Several 

algorithms were developed for the electronic mechanism, and numerous requirements were set 

up. It took several months, but the plan was carried out as indicated in the initial project. 

Samplings were done at intervals. Some special parts were ordered and these parts were 

adapted to the device. Finally, the prototype was assembled in the lab. Before contacting the 

press, the device was tested in real life conditions. When the device was revealed to the public, 

the engineers were happy to conclude that all of the manufacturer’s demands were met. 

That’s the end of our podcast. Now you can use the passive voice correctly in everyday or 
professional situations. For more practice go to “QualityTime-ESL” for grammar and “5 Minute 
TOPs” to have fun with song lyrics. Bye for now, and don’t forget to keep smiling.  


