

The 1st Year English Course

AIM: improved oral communication and a review of basic structures and vocabulary


The aim of this course is to help you improve your basic language skills with special emphasis on spoken English. The program is progressive going from fairly simple to gradually more complex forms of expression. The first term is devoted primarily to oral comprehension exercises with a review of basic grammatical structures. Students will also be asked to present numerous short oral expression activities. During the second term students will give talks on subjects of their choice and practice group dynamics. They will also give “thank you speeches” and present a weekly oral newspaper called “Tribune”. Students will be videotaped several times during the year. At the end of the year all students will take a TOEFL exam to get used to this examination which is required for students wishing to study in the United States and compulsory in many French engineering schools.

METHOD: 

· An intensive program regular lab work, tutorials, numerous short speeches as well as a formal presentation followed by a group dynamics activity; also a general revision of grammar and vocabulary with exercises designed to help with scientific English

· Independent work by the students in lab (both didactic and authentic language documents) and during tutorials, talks and other oral presentations plus written assignments 

· A clearly defined exam and activity schedule

· TOEFL and TOEIC practice

ORAL ACTIVITIES: 


I. LABORATORY


One hour of independent lab work: repetition, transformation, grammar drills, oral comprehension exercises, etc. The work is both oral and written and always requires the use of the student booklet. Information about the different exercises and instructions as to how to proceed are given on a transparency, which is projected during the lab session. The position of each exercise on the tape is clearly indicated by a number on the transparency, which corresponds to the number on the counter of the student's personal tape recorder. The program is “self pacing” which means that each student can work at his or her own pace deciding the amount of time to spend on each activity and even the order in which he/she wishes to go through the teaching material. Students are responsible for all the material (exercises, interviews, translations, texts, drills, etc.) on the cassettes. Achievement tests evaluate to what extent students have assimilated the linguistic aspect of this material and improved their comprehension and expression skills.  


II. TUTORIALS: (Two per student during the year-during the lab hour - one each

 term) 

Tutorials are individual sessions with your teacher scheduled during the lab hour. The prepared part of a tutorial should last exactly 12 minutes, no more no less. Be sure to time yourselves. If your tutorial is too long the teacher will interrupt you before the end. So rehearse well at home or with a friend. Tutorials are followed by questions and a personal discussion to enable us to get to know the student better. A tutorial is an oral presentation of the personal research done by the student, which is generally based on two or three articles in English dealing with a particular topic.  A student may choose any subject whatsoever; however, the tutorial should reveal considerable research (fact finding and vocabulary assimilation). The articles used should be recent. Do not present texts you have already studied with other teachers! Be more ambitious!  Students are also encouraged to find interesting articles that have not been used previously by other students.

To be presented at the beginning of the tutorial (5 pages):




· A detailed outline (one and a half pages long) typed using a word processor 

· A graph or drawing which will be commented on 

· 2 pages of photocopies with excerpts of the material used to prepare the tutorial 

Important: Only the one and a half page outline with a place for “Mistakes” (the bottom 1/2 page) has to be photocopied for the teacher. The other documents will just be shown to the teacher and later filed. They do not need to be photocopied.

Corrections:

During the tutorial the teacher will correct the written mistakes in the outline and also take notes on all major oral mistakes both in grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation. After the tutorial the student will insert (write in) the necessary corrections in his or her “typed” outline and under the heading “Oral Mistakes” enter the corrections and comments made by the teacher. The student should then place the corrected file in the appropriate blue binder in the office, for reference. In all, the file should contain 5 pages: 2 pages for the outline i.e. (1 1/2 pages for the outline +1/2 page for the “Oral Mistakes”), 1 page for the graph, pictures, or drawings, and 2 pages with excerpts from the articles chosen and useful information.

ADVICE FOR THE TUTORIALS: (to get the best possible grade on your tutorial!)

· Prepare an excellent, detailed 1 1/2 page outline with the correct layout 
· Follow the format of the example of an outline given in this booklet.


· Submit a complete typed file to your teacher.




· Do not have any notes (except for the detailed outline). Make a photocopy of this detailed outline for your teacher. The teacher will remove any extra “memory aids”. 
· Repeat the corrections made by your teacher showing that you have understood your mistake. Example: “Yes, it's true that .........” “Yes, as I was saying...”



· Show enthusiasm for your chosen topic! Be sure you speak correct English.

· Check anything you are not sure of before starting the tutorial.

· NEVER FORGET a tutorial appointment. It is the worst sin in this school. If you do not have a valid excuse we will have to give you a “0”. We are limited as to the number of tutorial sessions that are offered, and we can very rarely reschedule your appointments. Speak to your teacher ahead of time if you have any problems, but out of class time and not right at the beginning of a class! Students generally do better on their tutorials than any other activity, so it is a pity not to have the opportunity to do a tutorial properly. 

· A tutorial should be “a talk or conversation” with the teacher, so do not recite an article learned by heart. Never say you have not had enough time to prepare. Just do your very best. Expect a few questions from the teacher during or after the tutorial. Answer them to the best of your ability. Choose at least one scientific topic during the year. We mean a tutorial using scientific vocabulary.


III. INTERVIEWS






After the first tutorials, students will be asked to present “prepared” interviews with a partner. This activity will take place during the lab hour and only in the presence of the teacher. Each student will tell the teacher about specific interesting periods of the life of his/her partner (using the simple past tense as much as possible) and will stress the achievements and special talents of his/her partner and then using questions encourage the latter to talk about these accomplishments, special interests or unusual experiences. No typed file will be required. This is of course a prepared exercise but nevertheless a more spontaneous activity than a tutorial. No notes whatsoever will be allowed except for a list of key words (about 20) and the names of the participants to be submitted to the teacher. The teacher will, however, take notes concerning oral mistakes and communicate them to the students. Further information on pages devoted specifically to interviews. 

          IV. TALKS








A “talk” is an oral presentation by two students in front of the entire class during the second term. More information will be given later on in the year. Students will sign up at least 3 weeks before the first presentations.

TESTS


There will be two exams (the first one is essentially written with an oral part scheduled on a different day, whereas the second one is essentially oral with a written part (TOEFL) on a different day. Dates will be indicated in your booklets. All exams will be explained by the teacher ahead of time. There are no surprise tests! However, we expect you to do all your assignments regularly
whatever you work load in English or in the other subjects.


The 1st Achievement Test will last 2hours. The “Review sheet” (cf. the “intranet site” will help students to prepare efficiently.) The questions of the “Test” will include translations from the students’ native language into English, the writing out of numbers, dates, times plus a listening comprehension exercise requiring a written report and creative writing (a dialog with questions & answers). A choice of subjects will be given for the creative writing.

CONSULTING WRITTEN AND ORAL MATERIAL

Publications available in the library which could be useful for your tutorials: Business Week, National Geographic, New Scientist, Scientific American, Sunday Times Magazine, Newsweek to name just a few. There are encyclopedias and of course the Internet provides much information on a wide range of topics. Always be sure you give us (on paper) the exact references titles/dates of issue/sites. But remember information on the Web is not always reliable and the English is not 100% correct!

BOOK TO BE PURCHASED: “English in 40 Lessons” published by “Les Langues pour Tous

*Note to teachers: You may indicate any self-learning book with recordings having blanks for repetition. (“English in 40 Lessons” is used simply as an example of a book with dialogs)


It should be pointed out that students are not required to bring this pocket book to class. They are, however, asked to learn the lessons indicated on the “assignment page” at the back of the book before coming to class. This is absolutely essential. Furthermore, the vocabulary, grammar, and structures in the lessons chosen for the lab work will be tested in the Achievement Tests. We suggest that you work together with a friend to learn all the lessons indicated and that you consult regularly the grammatical explanations.

WHY THERE ARE NO BIBLIOGRAPHY LISTS

We do not give you a “bibliography list”. We feel that you should find “recent” material on your own”. As for “grammar” if you learn all of the grammatical explanations in “English in 40 Lessons” plus all the booklets we give out to you, you will really know your English very well!

USING YOUR BOOKLETS EFFECTIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY!

The best way to work is to do the exercises in the lab or at home in pencil. Later when correcting in the lab or in the classroom use a pen. Never erase anything in the lab. This is to prevent any damage to the equipment of the lab. At home re-write neatly using different colors.

                                     “THE ENGLISH WORK CONTRACT”


You will undoubtedly find, particularly at the beginning of the year, that there is a considerable amount of work to be done to prepare for the weekly classes. We realize this. However, we strongly believe that the only way to progress is to study hard and to do as much oral and written work as possible. We have seen countless other students make significant progress, so why not you? That is what we call “the contract.” Your efforts will pay off; they will be rewarded at the end both in terms of grades and personal achievement! We think that it is worth this effort and the time!


We promise you that if you put in the effort that we require, you will feel more and more comfortable with the English language. Your shyness, limited vocabulary, difficulty with structures, and lack of fluency will little by little disappear. You will discover that you know much more than you ever expected and that you are capable of speaking and writing correct, authentic English! 


Nevertheless, all this takes time - perhaps two years - and much effort. All that you are expected to learn is to be found in the booklets and in the book of dialogs that you have been asked to purchase. Learn all the lessons and all the pages of your booklets perfectly! Those of you who are not willing to devote the necessary time to English will fall behind (even if they have a good level at the beginning). So remember to work regularly, do all the exercises, come to class prepared, and speak in English whenever you can, wherever you can and as often as possible, and especially with your English teachers. 

LANGUAGE LABORATORY:  VITAL INFORMATION 

1. Sit in the same seat each time. You are responsible for this equipment.


2. The headsets are very fragile. Do not twist the cable of your headset even if you feel nervous! 


3. Let us know immediately if there are any problems with the equipment at your seat. 

4. WHEN LEAVING please tidy your work station and put away the headsets according to the instructions given by your teacher.

5. Always put the keys back in the binder under the right headings.  Thank you!
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