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Testimonials from ESL Professionals and Former Colleagues

From Mary Tanzy 


I have truly enjoyed reading QualityTime-ESL: The Digital Resource Book and going through the files in the Document Annex. I always appreciate activity that is grounded in a coherent philosophy. The more I read of Marianne’s book, the clearer the philosophy which guides her teaching becomes—respect yourself and others, enjoy what you do and pass on the enjoyment to others. I see she makes every effort to ensure that her work will bear fruit. She doesn't waste time—hers or anyone else's. She builds rewards into the process, preparing ahead rather than regretting later. I agree with these principles and have tried to base my past teaching on them. Like Marianne, I learned from my mistakes. Even when things are difficult, we mustn’t lose hope. That’s why I appreciate so much the mentoring Marianne offers to those who read her materials.
Mary Tanzy, ESL tutor and editor, Atlanta, Georgia, USA

From Bill Gehl


I have muddled around enough in teaching English enough to recognize the work of a master. When I happened upon qualitytime-esl.com and then read QualityTime-ESL: The Digital Resource Book, I came to the end of my efforts to find or compose worthy exercises for my students. Thanks to Marianne's consummate work I can now spend my time assisting them in improving their conversation skills.

Bill Gehl, ESL tutor, Bucharest, Romania

From Lis Leschelt



I worked with Marianne Raynaud for several years teaching university students using a course program she had developed. Being new to the system at the time, Marianne took me step-by-step through the entire course program giving me careful explanations and allowing me to ask questions and even make suggestions, which she then took on board. 


Our relationship was very positive and based on mutual respect. I felt that she listened to me, answered all my questions and even implemented my ideas. As we were teaching the same students—half of the yearlong course with each group—we were able to share our opinions about them and decide upon appropriate strategies to help them progress most effectively.


Teaching together as a team with Marianne was an experience I will never forget. I wish to add that Marianne Raynaud is a striking and amazing example of what an enthusiastic and competent teacher can be. I wish to thank her for everything she showed me, which I now apply to my own teaching. 

Lis Leschelt, Professor of English, formerly at Grenoble INP, Grenoble Institute of Technology, and now at Lycée Vaucanson, Grenoble, France

From Grace Willson

A few years ago I had the opportunity to work with Marianne Raynaud at Grenoble INP, Grenoble Institute of Technology, and I was delighted to receive her book entitled QualityTime-ESL: The Digital Resource Book. It is truly an innovative piece of work. As it is “digital” you read it on a computer. When Marianne mentions an exercise or activity you just click on the hyperlink, and the file you want opens up on your screen. You can also search easily for the information you need. The digital “Document Annex” includes a catalogue of more than 1,500 ready-to-use documents. Listening comprehension exercises are MP3 files for use in the classroom, in labs or on iPods. All text documents are in A4 format and may be freely photocopied for use in the classroom. Many of them are in MS Word format and thus can be “customized” to suit the needs of each institution. Samples of written work and PowerPoint presentations by students as well as excerpts of films written, directed, and produced by Ms. Raynaud’s students should motivate students around the world to carry out similar projects to be presented in their respective English classes.

Although some of the exercises are designed for science students at universities where English is compulsory, most of the materials are appropriate for all students sixteen and over, who have done three years of English. The materials can be used with any level from pre-intermediate to advanced and are particularly useful in classes of heterogeneous levels. The content is varied and above all timeless. Furthermore, the emphasis is on “global English”, which makes it interesting for teachers in a variety of settings around the world. In short, this book will help teachers design their own very effective ESL course.

Marianne worked for twenty-four years at Grenoble INP, Grenoble Institute of Technology, teaching at three different engineering schools. Her intensive English course at CPPG became very well known. The reasons were simple. Firstly, after having completed the two-year course, her students would go onto graduate school engineering studies, where already in first year all of them would score over 750 on the international exam TOEIC (Test of English in International Communication), and many scored well over 850. A minimum score of 750 on the TOEIC is used at many engineering schools in France today as a prerequisite for graduating and obtaining a degree. Secondly, the students themselves would speak enthusiastically of the progress they had made in just a short period. Thirdly, the ambiance in her classes and in ours as well, when we adapted her methods, was wonderful—students very seldom reverted to their native language in class and were often laughing together in English! 
Marianne’s “Intensive English Language Program” was famous, because it was a course where students had individual sessions with their teachers, where the emphasis was on speaking skills, and where most of the class time was devoted to techniques enhancing oral participation. Finally, it was well known, because the students became truly operational in English after just two years. The key, Marianne says, is to use exercises that optimize class participation, to customize your teaching to suit the needs of the students, and to have your students generate their own materials—and all this without having to spend hours preparing. 


QualityTime-ESL: The Digital Resource Book is the work of a devoted and very successful educator, who wishes upon retiring to pass on her expertise in the field of ESL teaching. She addresses all the usual pertinent questions teachers try to find answers to, such as motivation, guidance, discipline or evaluation. Marianne talks of her teaching philosophy and the techniques she has invented or developed over the years—core curriculum, tutorials, personalized interviews, professional presentations, teamwork, effective testing, intensive pair work, inter-activity, computerized review sheets and much more. 
I have used this digital resource book both as a source of teaching materials and as inspiration to implement methods that truly make students gain fluency in spoken English. What is unique about this book is the way it helps teachers put together their own personalized courses. Marianne Raynaud has also edited a film she made herself with her students over a school year. In this very stimulating film entitled Scenes from an ESL Classroom teachers can actually see how students go about doing the exercises that Marianne elaborated.

Marianne spoke at TESOL’s 41st Convention in Seattle on Student Films as a Memorable Linguistic Experience. She conducts workshops regularly for TESOL France and TESOL Spain. She is the coordinator of TESOL France Grenoble.

I have learned a great deal from working with such an inspiring teacher, and I am happy to have all these examples of her work to use in my classes.

Grace Willson, tenured English professor at Polytech, engineering school of UJF, Joseph Fourier University, Grenoble, France

From Anna Jeannesson

As one of Marianne Raynaud's former colleagues I would like to take this opportunity to thoroughly recommend this book in which she gives details of her broad teaching experience and the methods she has developed to further the teaching of English as a foreign language.  I consider Marianne Raynaud to be by far the most important influence in the way I teach today and the main reason for my high marks at the CAPES teaching exam. 

Having been trained in the innovative Raynaud techniques, I would first of all like to say they really make teaching enjoyable for the teacher, creating a dynamic classroom environment and excellent relationships between teacher and students.

Through the intensive course Mrs. Raynaud developed at CPPG all the students felt able to qualify themselves as fluent in English after two years of study. The tutorials combined with language lab work and the wide variety of classroom oral presentations and regular pair work meant that students would rapidly lose their inhibitions and become eager and proficient speakers in a matter of weeks.  Her teaching methods had an uncanny knack of squeezing out every little scrap of language competence the students possessed and improving their skill levels at remarkable speed. The students would get caught up in the rhythm and be excited by their rapid progress in oral and written exercises. They became very good public speakers and acquired skills that would be useful throughout their student careers and later on in their professional lives.

Not only have I re-used much of Mrs. Raynaud’s work in my new post, but I have also developed a very imaginative approach to the creation of new exercises and documents of my own. So read this book!

Anna Jeannesson, Professor of English at IEPG (Institut des Etudes Politiques de Grenoble) Saint Martin d’Hères, France

From Penelope Moffatt


As a former colleague of Marianne Raynaud, I would like to warmly recommend her book QualityTime-ESL: The Digital Resource Book, which will be of great interest and help to the English teaching community worldwide. Thanks to her infective enthusiasm as well as her valuable experience, Marianne taught me a great deal about English teaching in the two years we worked together, even though I was already thirty years old and had nearly ten years of teaching experience. Along with Jonathon Upjohn, (author of the Minimum Competence in Scientific English series) I consider Marianne Raynaud to have had the most positive influence on my teaching methods of all the colleagues I have ever worked with.


I worked with Marianne at CPPG (Cours Préparatoire Polytechnique de Grenoble), which is the first cycle of Grenoble INP. Essentially, I learned a method of making students improve their English both effectively and efficiently. In their two years of study with us, the students made remarkable progress in English, becoming good communicators, both on the one-to-one level and in front of an audience, and learning to write correctly, clearly and concisely.


At the same time, I learned how enjoyable teaching such an intensive program could be.  Classes were always a pleasure, with varied and motivating activities. The fact that for half of the class (one hour out of the two-hour classes), the students were working autonomously on pre-prepared material (listening comprehension, grammar, vocabulary and translation activities, soundtracks from videos, songs, and so on) in the language lab, and could correct their own work using the keys provided, meant that I, as the teacher, was free to give individual attention to one student at a time, which proved most effective and satisfying.  Most of the time, we used this individual attention time for tutorials (two students per lesson, one at a time), but we also had interviews (two students together, interviewing each other), and oral tests, which worked remarkably well. The other hour of class, out of the language lab, was also a lot of fun. There were prepared student activities (surveys, projects, talks, interactive activities) as well as spontaneous oral production (snappy debates, negotiating, various pair work activities, and so on). We also managed to find time to watch and discuss extracts of video documents, the soundtracks of which the students had already worked on in the language laboratory, and to film the students' original sketches, which was always a great success.


Two central points in the Marianne Raynaud method are teamwork and timing.  Working as a team is obviously more effective and more satisfactory (for the students as well as the teachers) than working in isolation. This seems obvious, but a remarkable number of teachers of English here in France seem unaware of it. Timing is also essential to this method. Marianne made sure that every minute of the English class was put to good use. The precious moments we had with our students became “quality time” moments that we had carefully prepared for.

 
Optimal use of time is important in today's fast-moving world, and Marianne's students learned to get their point across in a given time. This ranged from one minute, in the first lessons and early oral exams, to fifteen minutes, for the final talks in pairs. For all the reasons mentioned above, I recommend most strongly Marianne Raynaud's book of advice with its extensive catalogue of materials for teachers of English. She has included most of the materials we used in our course. I am convinced it will be valuable and motivating for both experienced and emerging teachers.





Penelope Moffatt, Professor of English at the Faculté de Droit, University of Poitiers, France
Marianne Raynaud                              
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